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NEWS RELEASE 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON LAUNCHES SOUTH ASIA FILM AND LECTURE SERIES 
DAYTON, Ohio -A free film and lecture series highlighting issues and concerns of 
South Asia and the South Asian diaspora in the United States premieres at the University of 
Dayton at 5:30p.m. on Friday, Jan. 16, in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities 
Center. 
Vijay Prashad, associate professor of international studies at Trinity College in 
Hartford, Conn., will present "Our Gods Problem: South Asian Americans and the Injuries of 
Religion." 
Prashad, who blends scholarship and activism, is the author of The Karma of Brown Folk 
(University of Minnesota, 2001), Everybody was Kung Fu Fighting: Afro-Asian Connections and the 
Myth of Cultural Purity (Beacon, 2002), Fat Cats and Running Dogs: The Enron Stage of Capitalism 
(Common Courage, 2002), and Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Prisons and Welfare 
(South End, 2003). 
The series is free and open to the public, and all events will be held at 5:30p.m. in Sears 
Recital Hall. Additional dates and presentations include: 
• Thursday, Jan. 29 
Asghar Ali Engineer, "Religious Violence and Human Rights in India: The Case of Gujarat." 
Engineer is the director of the Institute of Islamic Studies and Centre for Study of Society and 
Secularism in Mumbai, India. 
• Thursday, Feb. 19 
Taxi-vala/Auto-biography- This experimental documentary by Vivek Renjen Bald explores the 
experience of Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi taxi drivers in New York City- recent 
immigrants- through the lens of the video maker, a second-generation Indian-American. 
Following the presentation, University of Dayton assistant professors Munis Faruqui (history) 
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and Clare Talwalker (anthropology), organizers of the film and lecture series, will discuss the 
documentary. 
• Monday, March 1 
Desi Remix Chicago Style - Directed by Balvinder Dhenjan and shot in Chicago and London, 
this energetic documentary follows three very different North Indian (Punjabi) bands in their 
attempts to bridge the competing cultural influences of South Asia and the West. Arvin 
Kheterpal, a University of Dayton sophomore, will discuss the film. 
• Thursday, March 25 
1947/Earth- Directed by Deepa Mehta, this 1998 film is set against the backdrop of the end of 
British colonial rule and the partition of India and Pakistan, in which two million people were 
killed. The story is told through the eyes of 8-year-old Lenny and her maid, Shanta, both of 
whom witness the strains on relations in the Hindu, Muslim, Parsi and Sikh communities in 
Lahore, Pakistan. Farina Mir, a history professor at the University of Michigan, will discuss the 
film. 
• Thursday, April 15 
Gujarat: A Laboratory of Hindu Rashtra -This 2003 film by Suma Josson documents a series of 
pogroms against India's Muslim minority in March 2002 and focuses on the role of Hindu 
nationalist organizations working in tandem with state institutions in the western Indian state 
of Gujarat. Discussants will be Meera Sehgal of the Center for Women's Studies at the 
University of Cincinnati and Brendan Laroque of the history department at Xavier University. 
The South Asia film and lecture series is supported by the University of Dayton 
Committee on Diversity in Community, the Human Rights Committee, the Department of 
Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work and the Center for International Studies. 
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For media interviews or more information, contact Clare Tal walker, assistant professor 
of sociology, anthropology and social work, at (937) 229-1239 or Munis Faruqui, assistant 
professor of history, at (937) 229-2866. 
